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BURIAL: St. George's Episcopal Church
reinters 18th-century residents’ remains
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is the oldest congregation in

sricksburg, dating to the 17005, Wig-
gins sajd

At the

ents wore buried in

timie, most resid
) the first was John

'S Cemetery

original church cemetery also inelud
#d m saction of what later becams Market
Sguare
S5t George's cemetery eventually was
moved in 1959 to its current location on
Princess Anne Street to make room for the
church's McGuire Hall, an educatbonal
wing with classrooms
But wears before that, a wall had been
built around what wers thought to be all af
the graves. Since the ones found last year
were prnmarked, it's likely they were left out
when the rest were moved
Archaealogist Josh Duncan, who super-
viead the MWC team. said he would have
preferped that the bodies not be disturbad,
bat said it was unavoidable
=1 dom't regret excavating them because
the area was going to be turned into a park,”
he said
The reburial, however, was handled well
because the church, the Fredericksbirg
Ares Museum—which adjoins Market

Square—and the clty Department of Public
Warks worked together, Duncan =ald. The
museim and the clty, which owns the site,
finameed the 2500000 excavation and Mar
ket Squane restorution.

Thie six people’s remains were placed in a
single wonden casket, with white roses on
top

Church
it

Elfla Carey, 8,
loks toward
the casket

‘It is not only a day
to remember those who died,
but also a day of celebration—
reminding us to strive to be
saints in the way we live.

Catherine Hicks

Chiufeh resnnber

The coffin was lowered into the ground
after yesterday’s service.

A headstone will be placed in the new
plot, but no decision has been made as to
how its inscription will read, Wiggins
said. y

But after 300 years and two burial sites,
the nameless citizens have found a final
resting place.

Or ags g}'dnm‘. quoting 1 Corinthians 15:26
during the service, put it: “The last enemy
to be destroved is death.”
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Church to give Market Square burials neW hopg

B Remains of 18th-cantury resl-
dents to be reburled on All Salnts
Day at St. George's In the city.

By ELIZABETH PEZZUNLLO

TME FREE LANCE-STAR
Six nearly complete 18th-centu

ry skeletons, unearthed last vear
behind the Fredericksburg Area
Museum and Cultural Center will
geta proper reburial Sunday at St
George's Episcopal Church

Archaeologists from Mary
Washington College's Center for
Historic Preservation uncoversd
the bones during a dig next to the
church in Fredericksburg's Mar-
ket Sguare in June 2001

Scientific study determined that
the remains are three men, two
women and a teenage boy: Little else
is known about them. Church

But the do
The baur :
noon at the church on Princess Anne

will start at
Street, and is open to the public. 1t's
appropriate timing—Sunday haj
pens to be All Saints Day

“That's when we remember all
those departed in the faith,” said
thie Rew Charles Svidnor, rector of
St George's

The remains have been placed
Into a single casket, which will be
buried in the church comaetery
fallowing the service

Skulls, pelvises, and broken foot
hones began to emerge as archae
ologists painstakingly brushed the
powdery dirt from the surfacs

The discovery of the bones was
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After . careful removal, the

were sent to Radford Uni

versity and analyzed by osteclo
gists, or bone specialists

The team there determined that
all the bones were those of
Caucasians.

The scientists estimate that orss of
the men was over 45 when he died,
another was between 30 and 40 years
old, another probably didn't live
beyond 35 The male teenager was
between 14 and 16 vears old when he
died. One of the women is believed to
be over 40 years old when she disd
and another died somewhere
tn!mﬁmdimndi

“For then, t was a pretty
good age to live to,” Duncan said.
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Why ihe remalng  were oy
cluded in the chuwch cethetery
s unclear

The original cemetersy at St
George's was moved in 19658 to ftx |
current locaton o maks room for |
the ehurch's McGuire Hall

Long before that, however s wall
was bullt around what was thousght
o be all the graves. Sinoe the ones
found last year were wnmarked, it's
ll.htrlluﬂrtmjmtbﬂmlﬂrnl
the rest were moved

Sydnor sald a new headstons
will be affixed to the plot contain
ing the remainas

Also apropos to the occasion,
Sydnor will use an original prayer
book printed in the 1690s for the
burial
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"It's really not that hard,” he
said. “You just have to remember




