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A History of 201 William Street

The grey brick building now standing at the corner of
William and Caroline Streets with a sign advertising its
occupant as a dealer in "Cards and Cones", once housed what
may have been the oldest drug store in the state, if not the
country. Built in 1821-22 by John B. Hal1l ,1t then was
known as Hall’s Apothecary, a business started in 1791 by

his father, Dr.Elisha Hall.?

Elisha Hall, a native of Maryland, was born in 1754.
He married Carcliana (Caroline) Carter, the.daughter‘of Col.
Charles Carter of Cleve on the Rappahannock River below
Fredericksburg and his second wife, Anne Byrd of Westover.
They settled in Fredericksburg where he practiced medicine
and was listed as one of those capable of military duty in
1785. He was one of the physicians who attended Mary

Washington as she lay dying of breast cancer. 3,

Dr. Elisha Hall came from a family of many doctors. His
brother, Dr. John Hall, for one, was a man of considerable
property and was said to have been a surgeon on George
washington’s staff.? The Hall Doctors were first cousins to

the distinguished Dr. Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia through

1. Mutual Assurance Society Policy R10/V76/3049
Fredericksburg Land Tax Books

2. Ad in Fredericksburg Virginia Herald, Nov. 3, 1791.

3. Wyndham B. Blanton, M. D., Medicine in Virginia in the
Eighteenth Century, (Richmond, 1931). pp. 359,360.

4. Ibid



their mother, a sister to the mother of Dr. Rush.? An
eminent physician and a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, Dr. Rush opened in 1786 in Philadelphia the
first free Diépensary, a place where medicines were prepared
and dispensed , especially for poor people. Since a
dispensary and an apothecary shop had much in common, it is
possible that Dr. Elisha Hall was inspired by Dr. Rush’s
dispensary when he opened his apothecary five years later.
Dr. Hall wrote him in regard to Mrs. Washington’s cancer.
Dr. Rush’s reply dated July 6, 1789 said in part, "The
respectable age and character of your venerable patient lead
me to regret that it is not in my power to suggest a
remedy..."s. Dr. Rush also was a founder of the first

American antislavery society.

Dr. Elisha Hall and Carocliana had six children. The
eldest was a son, Benljamin H. Hall, who became a medical
doctor and practiced briefly in Fredericksburg before moving

on to St. Louis’.

When Dr. Elisha Hall died in 1814, the business was
taken over briefly by his two sons, John Byrd and Charles
Rush, who ran it as a partnership. The partnership was ' §

dissolved in 1817, and John B. bought out his brother and

5. J. Hall Pleasants, "Hall Family of Tacony, Philadelphia
County, Pennsylvania," William and Mary Quarterly, 1st
Series, Vol 22, pp. 134-136.

6. Blanton, Medicine in Virginia..., pp. 359,360.

7. Pleasants, "Hall Family of Tacony,..."




continued the business as sole proprietor8 until his death

in October, 1862.

At the_time of Elisha Hall’s death, his store was
located about two doors down from present-day Hugh Mercer’s
Apothecary Shop.9 In 1820, a business at the northwest
corner of William and Carocline Streets failed and the
property was auctioned off to satisfy the debt. John Hall
became the high bidder at a price of $2,605.10 The property
fronted 64 feet on William St. and ran back for 36 feet on
Caroline. On the corner was a wooden building which Hall
tore down and in its place built a substantial brick
structure which became his new Apothecary shop. It fronted
on William St. for 24.feet and ran back for 36 feet on

Carcline St.

Dr. John B. Hall (it was customary to refer to
pharmacists as Doctor in those days) insured the building in
1822. The policy described the structure as a new, two story
brick building with a slate roof valued at $2,500.ll When
the policylwas renewed in 1829, it showed that Hall had

built another building Jjust to the west of his apothecary

8. Ad in the Fredericksburg Virginia Herald, April 16,
1817.

9. Mutual Assurance Society Policy R8/Vé6l/107.

Recent research by Paula Felder and others prove that the
original Hugh Mercer’s Apothecary Shop was not located in
the 1000 block of Carcline St. where it is today, but in the
1100 block, on the west side not far from Amelia St.

10. Deed Book G, page 89.

11. Mutual Assurance Society POllCY R10/V76/3094
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shop. Depicted as another two story brick edifice with a
slate roof, its measurements were given (in a later policy)
as 18 feet along William and with a depth of 36 feet. It
was to be used as a grocery store. The two buildings were
separated by a small gap of about 4 feet (by today’s
measurement).l2 Later policies described the smaller
building as a "tinner’s shop" until 1857 when it is shown as

reverting to use as a grocery store.

The old newspaper ads help one get the feel of the
store over the years. Under Dr. Elisha Hall, the business
concentrated on medicines. His ads consisted of a long list
of the medicines that he had imported from London. In an ad
for September 9, 1791.in the Virginia Herald, he listed over
80 different compounds ranging from quicksilvér (mercury!)
to o0il of wormwood. Under his son John, drugs were
supplemented by a large stock of seeds in season. In an ad
for February 2, 1831, his explained that he was starting to
sell his annual supply of garden seeds which were raised
last summer by a distinguished seedsman in Connecticut. The
ad then listed over 30 different seeds. In another ad in the
Fredericksbﬁrg News for August 30, 1847, it is seen that he

has added paints, dye-stuffs,and oils.

After the start of the Civil War in 1861, Hall’s

Apothecary was probably patronized by soldiers from both

12. Mutual Assurance Society Policy R12/V87/6127
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sides. It was twice looted by Union soldiers. A newspaper
account about the store stated that a cannon ball fired from
Stafford heights during the Battle of Fredericksburg was

still imbedded in its wall.l3

The effect of the War on the family was devastating.
John Byrd,.Jr., the seventh son, was killed at the Battle of
Chancellorsville, May, 1863. Charles Landon, the fifth son
and a distinguished member of Mosby’s Ranger’s, suffered a
violent death May 28, 1867. Mary Harrison, the eldest child,
married Dr. James L. Gillespie, who served as a surgeon in
-the Union Army. This loyalty on their part to the Union
army, divided the Hall family in their allegiance nofth or
south. Typical of man? families at that time, it added to

the trauma of the conflict. 14

At the death of John B. Hall in September, 1862, the
provisions of his will directed that his estate was to go to

his wife, Harriett Hall, for her lifetime and at her death

13. Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star, Nov, 10, 1946 in an
article on the death of W. L. Bond. When Gus Rangos
purchased the property in July, 1946, he had the shell
removed as a safety precaution.

14. DuVal oQuinn Hicks, Jr., The Family and Descendants of
Dr. and Mrs. John Byrd Hall of Fredericksburg, Virginia,
n.p, n.d., pp- 3 and 190. This is a brochure prepared for
use in the chancery case of Russell H. Roberts,

Administrator of the Estate of Charles Carter Bolling vs
Claude T. Parcell, Jr., et Al. pending in the Circuit Court
of Fredericksburg. Based on court documents and family
records, it provides a very thorough and extremely

interesting record of the John Byrd Hall family. The Wallace
Library has a copy.
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to be equally divided between all df his then living
children. The management of the business was assumed by two
of her sons, Horace Byrd Hall, the eldest at age 38, and
Robert Rush Hall, then age 33. Marshall Carter Hall, her

youngest son then only 19, joined the firm later.1?

At the death of Harriett Hall, October 6, 1888, seven
of her children were dead without issue. The remaining eight
(including the children of the deceased) shared in the. -
ownership of the business.t®. a truly remarkable women,
Harriett had borne her husband fifteen children and then,

had outlived him by 24 years to die at the age of 86.

Mainly for the cénvenience of those living out of town,
four of the eight interests named a prominent townsman and
attorney, William A. Little , to sell and convey their part
of the estate On November 15, 1888, he sold the property to
two of their brothers, Horace B. Hall and Marshall C.

Hall.'?. Robert R. Hall did not join his brothers in the

purchase.

Marshall C. Hall died in March, 1903 and begqueathed the
property to his wife, Lily Braxton Hall, for her lifetime

and at her death to be divided between her two children.

15. Obituary of Marshall C. Hall, March 19, 1903 in the
Fredericksburg Free Lance. Obituary of Horace B.Hall, August
30, 1913, in the Fredericksburg Free Lance.

16. Hicks, The Hall Family. p. 6

17. Deed book CC, p. 40
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When Robert Rush Hall died in 1904, it left Horace Byrd as
the only survivor of the Hall children who had been active

in "J. B. Hall and Sons - Druggist."

In 1907, the heirs sold the business (but not the real
estate) to W. L. Bond of South Caroclina. Born in Marion,
South Carolina, Dr. Bond was educated at South Carolina
Military Academy and passed the board of pharmacy
examination in charleston, S§. C. in 1889. He was associated
with drug firms in South Carolina and Georgia before coming

to Fredericksburg.18

Under Dr. Bond, the store became known as Bond’s Drug
Store, a title for that building that for the first time in

116 years did not include the name "Hall."

When Dr. Bond bought the real estate in 1915, it was
sold to him in two parcels (201 and 203 William Street). One
parcel was the drug store and the second parcel was the
nearby building on the west side identified in old insurance
policies as the "grocery" or the "Tinner'srshop"lg. Dr. Bond
demolished the walls between the two parcels so as to make
one large room.29 He installed a soda fountain to the rear
of the smaller building and made the second floor inﬁo a toy’

store, in season. It was also used for storage and the walls

18. Obituary of Dr. Bond, Nov. 30, 1946 in the
Fredericksburg Free Lance-Star.

19. Deed Book 49, p. 66.

20. Land Tax records for the years 1914, 1915, and 19%916.



are lined with shelves. He was one of the few stores in

town to carry toys.

The attié was used for-storage exclusiveiy. Reached by
a ladder on the second floor that leads to a trap door in
the ceiling, it is awkward to get to. Aware of this problem,
somecne (Dr. Bond most likely) had a large wooden windlass
installed over the trap door. The rope apparently extended
through another trap door in the second floor (it has been
covered over today) to the ground floor so that freight
could be raised to the upper floors. The solid wooden axle
of the windlass is turned by a large wooden wheel on which
is painted the words "William Berry 1909". Both components

seem to be in good shape today and they turn easily.

Dr. Bond died on March 29, 1946, and, in his will, he
bequeathed the store to his wife, Kate C. Bond.?! some four
months later, Mrs. Bond sold the property to Gus Rangos, the

successful owner and operator of a local restaurant. 22

Mr Rangos made alterations to the south side of what
had been 203 William Street. The front door and the two
windows on either side were removed and the current display
window installed in their place. He leased the building to
Ralph Musselman who continued to operate a drug store there.

He became affiliated with the Rexall drug chain. and the

21. Will Book L, p. 574.
22. Deed Book 83, p. 193.
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store was known as "Bonds Rexall Drugs'. This business
continued until 1964 when it closed. A factor in its closing
was apparently the new Peoples Service Drug Store which had
opened in the 900 block of Caroline, just a few doors away.
For the first time in 173 vears, the building no longer
housed a business serving the public by supplying its

medicinal needs.

A men’s clothing store called The Oxford Shop and run
by Embrey Stephens opened on the corner in 1967. This
venture closed in 1976. For the next ten years, the building
was rented off and on but remained vacant most of the time.
This was during the time when most of the larger businesses
downtown were moving éut to the Spotsylvania Mall which

opened in 1980

At the death of Mr. Rangos in 1977, his widow, Ida May
Rangos, was not interested in the property. Russell Roberts,
executor and trustee under his will, then sold the property
to her two daughters, Mary Constantine Rangos Strém and

Katie Constantine Rangos.23

In 1987, they leased the store to Bob Owens who made a
go of it by selling greeting cards and items appealing to
tourists. Its name, "Fine Lines Gift Shoppe" described its

line of goods, except for ice cream, which he added later.

23. Deed Book 170, p. 63b5.
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When he closed the store to move out of state in 1995, the
building was rented by Debra Hicks who now runs a similar

business called "Cards and Cones".
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Portrait of Anne Byrd of Westover, the mother of ;
Carolianna Carter. Carolianna became the wife of Dr. Elisha
Hall. Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, Vol.31,
p.48

}\\_\‘E, DALGHIER OF YWILLTAM BERD, OF VWWESTOVER, AND VW IFE OF CH:\RLES CAR[ER
OF CLE\E.

|

E -

; From the original porirait in the possession of Carter Hall, Esq.. Washington, D. C.
;
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John Byrd Hall in a portrait by William G. Brown, 1844.
Courtesy of the Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural
Center




List of the heirs of Dr. and Mrs. John Byrd Hall. “ ';zj
Courtesy of Mr. DuVal Quinn Hicks, The Family and -

Descendants of Dr. and Mrs. John Byrd Hall...

COMMONONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, “
CITY OF FREDERICKSBURG, to-wit:

I, Dianna Hurlock, a Notary Public, for the Commonwealth
of Virginia, certify that on May 20, 1985, Mary Lewis Hall Carey
read to me over long distance telephone certain information from
"The Family Records" written by her father, Marshall Carter Hall
{(Jr.) and bearing date of 1910, as follows:

The children of John Byrd and Harriet Sﬁringfellow Hall:

(1) Mary Harrison born in 1818

{2} Charlotte Carter born in June 1820

(3} Julia Ann born April 18, 1822

(4) Horace Byrd born March 7, 1824

{5}y Albert Beyaﬁd born January 11, 1826

(6) Harriet born June 1827

(7) Robert Rush born April 3, 1829

(8) Harrison born June 11, 1831

(9) Maria Sophia born June 7, 1833

(10) Harriet Eliza born___+w;___, died 1835

(11) cCharles Landon born March 15, 1837

{12) Franklin Stringfellow born June 11, 1839
{13) John Byrd, Jr. born Feb. 15, 1841

(14) Marshall Carter born Jan. 13, 1843.

(15) Caroline Carter born Sept. 4, 1845.

Given under my hand this May 20th, 1985,

: 2
@ @A )%/M

Notary Public
-~ 5 ’ , -, ;7 v & :
ﬁf% .'_2‘ b P IR S e N _,,7,.//'(‘_.&;;- ﬂf(’?} "’(/d/: //fé

—531~




Will of John Byrd Hall who died in September, 1962.
: Courtesy of Mr. DuVal Quinn Hicks, The Family and
Descendants of Dr. and Mrs. John Byrd Hall...

A COP

In the reme of God, I John B. Hall of the town of
Fredg an@ the 8tate of Virginia do make and ordain this my
last will and testament. I glve and bequeath to my ¥ife 8ll my
Estate both real and personsl %o be enloyed by her during her
natural life or widowhood and at her death or marrlage "o be
qqually divided betweesn all my then llving children and the
ropresenta -ives of such as may be dead such pepresentatives
receiving the portion to whloh thelr fabher or mother would
have beern entitled if livirng. It iz ay will and desire and
I hersby authorlise my wife whonever she may think proper to
do 8o, to advsnoe to any of my children such sums from time to
time as she may des adle w spare, 1o be scoounted for by them
in the gensral dlstribution of my Fptate but this is not to be
coneldersed as imposing upon har sny obligation to make an ad-
vancement-

I hereby sppoint my ¥ife Harriett Hall gole Executrix
to this my %11l rnd <desire that no security shall be demznded
for the falihful performsﬁne of her trugi-

In testimony of which I have hersunto set my hand & seal

1839, |
this 13th dsy of ¥ay 1839 John B. Hall {Seel)
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[ aAd in the Vlrglnla Herald
'Ad in the Virginia Herald April le, 1817E ‘feb. 3, 1804 which refers to the

ynich refors to the partnership of Jhn | orinetsnip of Flisha Rall and his son
; d { Benjamin Harrison Hall. (The initials
:ﬁfi}'_m_ I [ - for B. H. Hall are reversed in the ad).
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Excerpts from appendix 68.6 which is entitled The Life
of Horace Stringfellow (a descendant of Dr. Hall). Courtesy

of Mr. Duvall Quinn Hicks, The Family and Descendants of Dr.
and Mrs. John Byrd Hall ...

Truthfully, it may be said that your great Uncle, Dr. rr
John Byrd Hall of Fredericksburg was a gentleman of
extraordinary dimensions. He wore a wig in the day 1
which, when flustered, he pushed to one side and he
wore a red flannel cap at night. When clad in a long :
white gown, candle in hand, he went from room to room :
to make sure that his seven sons were all in place, he . P b
must have been a sight to behold. Whenever there were :
visitors present and he was seen %o take out his big silk f
handkerchief, his wife always raised her hand in warn- “
ing of the sneeze that was to follow. There is & tradi- -
tion in the family that once the concussion was so great i
that it knocked over a fire screen in front of the chimney.
But, be that as it may, he was a fine old Christian gen-
tleman, the very soul of truth and honor if he did send
back that empty wagon to his father-in-law at the Re-
treat when the horse fell in his cellar. o ,
When Burnside's troops were fighting around Fred- _ .

i

-Z0¢-

[

.m\l,nxuv:an. he was desperately ill. For some reason, his : )

.néme was one of a list of gentlemen who were to be ar- . ¥
rested. But, when the soldiers appeared, his physician .,_.
stationed himself at the front door and announced that M m

they would have to pass over his dead body before seeing :
his patient. Promising to return the next day, they de- i
parted. But there was no one to see the next day for
your great Uncle had died in the night. : Bl
~ There being no communication at that time between
Fredericksburg and Hanover, your grandfather had not
heard of his brother-in-law's death until a wagon con-
taining his sister Harriet and her four or five mother- _ JOHN B. HALL
less young grand-daughters stopped at the gate. The #
_
i

driver was her eldest son Horace, father of the girls. He
. had brought the family out of Fredericksburg in the only
" vehicle that he could obtain. Although he had not been
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Obituary of Marshall Carter Hall,

March 1%, 1903.
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-voted -to his family_and -the happiess.|
years of his life were spent. in the midst
ol his loved ones. He leaves, in addition
ree brotheérs,

Ya., M
t. Louis, Eo and - Mra,
Hmtan Va Mr Ha}l

Julia Henry;
ag ol the dist i
-of Halla BT Was rela.ted tothe Cald wella,

[Lodge Nov ¥, AF X AT M., of thigéity, |
| and of l*tedermkabmtg Lounci] Royai AT-|

Tannm.
The _foneral took. place irom BE.
Georgg & church Wednesday afternoon at.

,bod y. and the drng gists of thecity closed

Tlamer 8. Kanox, H. B. bane"A. H Wal-"

five o clock. The sefvices were conductsd
by Rev. W. D. 8mith, The Sunday schodl

of “8¢, - George's f-hurgh atténded In -a

funeral “Che floral offerings were very
| Leautifol. <The pall-bearers were:
Active—I. A Taylor. A. D Tapscott,

Ham-W_H. Hurkamp, 7. T. I. Harris, 8.

O. Egerton.

ﬂnnnrarv——!udgo AW Wallace, Dr. |
T F o Tompking,  DF. }»“ﬁi\‘%ﬁm% j
Robt. T Knox, 8t. Geo. ttzhugh

w3 Thompaon,




Obituary of Robert Rush Hall in the issue of March
14, 1904 of the Fredericksburg Daily Star.

DR. R. R. HALL BEAD.

. roe -5 ‘_

Was Formerly of Firm of John B,
Hallls Sons—Member of an QI
Femily and Life-Long Reslident of

. This City. ~

Dr. Robert Rush Hall dled at his home
in this city Baturday evening at'\7
o'clock, alter a perlod of il bealth ex
tending throogh several years, He was
& eon of the late Jobn B Hall.and waes;
bora and ralsed in-thigcity, Up to ten
Yyoara ago he was connected with the
drug firm of J, B, Hell'e Sons, which
was established "by his grandlather,
Ellsha Hall, Ia 1791, ard iz the oldeat in
the SBtate. Owing to the state of his
bealth he retired.from the firm. Ho was
& Christlan gestleman of quist domzanor,
cultivated testes, liberal to thé poor and
to bis churrh, 8t, George'e Eplecopal, of
which be was & devoted niember: ,
carly boyhopd. Mr. Hall was twiee
mergied. His fret wile waa Mizs Lucy:
‘Baskerville, of Petersburg, by whom he
kes ope dayghtsr, Miss Luey Hall. His
escond wife, who survives him, was Mis
Maria Wormley, ! this city, BShe has
one daughter, Misa Sophia Hall, -~
- His surviviag brothers eve Dr. Horace
B. Hall snd Dr. Frank 8 Hall, of this
city, and three sisters,Mrs, Mary Gillesple,
of Blateraville, W. Va.; Mra. Elafore, of
8t.-Loale, end Mra. Julia Henry, of Hali. |
fax, Vo, .. = . . U oM o

Funeral services were held -Irom - 8t.
George’s chureh Monday at 13 o'clock,
Rev, W..D. Smith ofilelating, and the 1o
tertnent made in- the family” los {n the,

clty cemetory, -~ - o . . .
The pall bearsrs were: Active—J.
‘Stansbury Wallace, E.” M. Youog. Jr.,
0. L. Harrle, H_ngEh D. 8cott; C. €. Row-|
lett and Dr. Myer Eckenrode, Honorary
—J. B. Fieklen, J. Arthur Taylor, Dr, J.-
.F‘fl‘lmpsbn,_ W..D. Scott, Judge A, W..
| Wallade, Bt.- Geo. R. Fitshogh, M. B.
Rowe, Dr..A. O. Doggett, 8, Bydney
Bradford, and James 8. Koox.: -

13-
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{ Obltuary ‘of Horace B Hall in the August 30 1913 issue of f
i the Fredericksburg Free Lance. He was the oldest native born .
. citizen of the town and the last of the Halls who had been }
\ active in the drug business. !
S R —— . . R
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onds Drug Store & Dr. Bond
3 Feb 1931
Negs 6/7 & B/9

1 HE OLDEST CONTINUOUS DELG STORE I™ UNITED STATE= et BB W I BONIE

One Year Ago Was An Eventful Day
For Fredericksburg and Vicinity

i~ Was February 3. 1930 That W. L. Bond's Drug
Srore Announced They Had Secured the Agency
for "Vendol.” the Great System Tonic and More §
Than 6.000 Bottles Have Been Sold By Them

During This Year.

THE OLDEST CONTINUOUS DRUG STORE IN UNITED STATES. (INSET DR. W. L BONIN




The windlass in the attic at 203 William St.

Dovetail joints holding the tie beanms to the
attic of 201 William St.

rafters in the
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Photo taken through a window of the attic of 203 William St. ;E;ﬁ{

showing the gap between the two buildings, 201 and 203
William St. o
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Photo of the front of the buildings. Note the display window
at 203 William St. that has replaced the door. 3




?/ W Bond Rexall Drugs about 1950. Courtesy
ﬁ Area Museum and Cultural Center
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