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HISTORIC STRUCTURE REPORT

A.  Administrative Data Section

I.

Institutional Summary

From its 1714 beginning, as a reformed congregation for German settlers, to its busy
present at the geographical center of the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia, St. George’s
Parish has played a key role in the community.

In colonial days, Anglican parishes, like St. George’s, were empowered by law fo care
for orphans, widows, the sick and the needy. Now St. George’s stays active in a variety
of volunteer community activities. From chamber music concerts to homeless shelters (o
ecumenical services for peace, St. George's has worked to bind the community spiritually
and culturally.

A 1985 incident reflects St. George’s mix of spirifual and community roles. The members
of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, a men’s Bible study group, arrived one cold morming
to find a homeless man huddled in front of their meeting room. ‘The resuiting
conversation led to a game plan that eventually produced Hope House, an area shelter for
homeless families.

St. George’s has also played key roles in establishing a local chapter of Big Brothers and
Big Sisters, encouraging hospice care and founding a teen center for area young people.

The acoustically superb nave has hosted an array of community musical events, including
a series of organ concerts, and the annual Fredericksburg Chamber Music Festival,

When America went to war in the Persian Gulf in 1991, St. George’s organized a
community service of prayer and reflection. More recently, the parish has held special
services for those affected by AIDS and by addictions.

The roots of St. George’s involvement in the community are deep.

Trust funds established decades ago to help the needy continue to provide assistance.
From its days as a military hospital during the Civil War to its present-day hosting of
Alcoholics Anonymous, St. George’s has opened its doors to those in need.

The Rev. Abigail Hamilton, part of the Episcopal Church Center team that visited St.
George’s in 1989, said this about the parish: "I am struck by the sense of balance
apparent in the activities of both the church as a whole and . . . of individuals. Care for
the surrounding community is balanced well with care for the faith community.”




Relationship of Historic Structure Report to other planning documents.

The Historic Structure Report is a basic document to be used when planning and carrying
out any and all physical actions upon the structures, inside or out. In every such case, the
Historic Structure Report should be consulted by the parish leaders, architects and
contractors, This is to allow consideration of both information ugefyl to the specific
project and information which may lead to caution in planning, or changes in planned
actions, to preserve, better understand and/or enhance the physical fabric of the past.

Storage of archival material coliected during preparation of the report.

a.  All archival material collected during preparation of this Historic Structure Report,
1991-1993, in conjunction with the preparation of the larger Master Plan, 1992-1993,
and in conjunction with the overall collection of reporis supporting A. L. M. 2000, has
been deposited in the temporary Archives Room set off from the Elsie Lewis Room
in the basement of McGuire Hall,

b.  A.LM. 2000 lists as a specific goal, “Provide for museum type display of historic
documents/artifacts presently stored in Archives room.” Thus the final results of the
plans, when carried out, envision both an Archives room or similar archival storage
space and a display (to museum standards) of selected items.

B. Physical History and Analysis Section

1.

The significance of the structures, graveyard and their setting.

Saint George’s Church and graveyard and the adjacent former Market House--Town Hall
and Market Square (now the Fredericksburg Area Museum and Cultural Center)--are the
oldest continuous “cultural landscapes® in Fredericksburg. Together they form a
remarkable connection to the earliest history of Fredericksburg. The Market Square and
the arcaded Market House (which was the lower level of the Town Hall) form "one of the
treasures of Virginia,” according to a 1991 comment of Calder Loth of the Virginia
Department of Historic Resources. St. George's graveyard is the oldest feature of the
original town still in its original use. The present church building of 1849 is highly
significant in Chesapeake-area architectural history of the mid-nineteenth century. The
whole Saint George’s complex remains a major cultural focus for Fredericksburg, the
nearby region, the Diocese of Virginia, and the cuitural life of the larger region from
Washington to Richmond,

When the first lots of Fredericksburg were laid out in 1728, the block bounded by
Princess Anne, George, Caroline and William streets was divided in half {approximately
east-west) with the north half sef aside as the Market Lot and the south half set aside as
the Church Lot,

The area had probably been used by Indians during their 10,000 years of activities around
the falls of the Rappahannock, though no documentation or archaeological evidence has
yet been discovered to indicate specific Indian activities on the St. George's site.

20




So far as is known, the first structure on the St. George’s site was the second
*Rappahannock Church® of St. George’s Parish which was then co-extensive with
Spotsylvania County. This second Rappahannock Church (built of wood) was completed
by 1735 (See Figure 3, following page 3), and presumably the graveyard was first used
then, although the earliest documented burial is that of John Jones, 1752,

In the colonial period wings were added and other changes made. The leaders found the
lower end of the lot on Caroline Street unsuitable for burials, and they received the
Assembly’s permission in 1772 to sell it for commercial use.

In 1813 Edward McGuire was selected as religious leader, even before his ordination, and
it was he who revived the then-weakened parish, replacing the old weoden church with
a brick one ci815, and replacing that in turn with the present building ¢1849.

Probably Faulkner Hall, at the Princess Anne end of the boundary of the Church Lot with
the Market Lot, was built with the new brick church of ¢1815.

Many other changes have occurred over the years; the physically largest being the wing
added in 1958-59, McGuire Hall.

The many areas of significance of the structures, graveyard and their setting, require the
greatest degree of care, preservation, and careful adaptation for changing needs, while
recognizing that patterns of change are not only important but indeed traditional to the
continuously changing but continuously vital role of the institutions housed and expressing
themselves in the structures, graveyard and setting.

2. The appearance, occupation and use of the structures, graveyard, and their setting.’

!Note that the basic sources for all data in this section are: Carroll H. Quenzel, The History
and Background of St. George’s Episcopal Church, Fredericksburg, Virginia (Richmond, VA:
Vestry of S8t. George’s Episcopal Church of Fredericksburg, Virginia, 1951); Paula S. Felder,
Forgotten Companions: The First Setders of Spotsylvania County and Fredericksburgh Town (With
Notes on Early Land Use) (Fredericksburg, VA: Historic Publications of Fredericksburg, 1982);
Paula S. Felder, "Hightights from the History of St. George’s Church of Fredericksburg, Virginia,”
undated typescript (copy in folder in possession of John Pearce, to be transferred to Archives
Room); Barbara P. Willis, "The Three Churches of St. St. George’s Fredericksburg,” typescript in
two different typed versions, one marked "Prepared: May 11, 1978," the other marked, "Prepared:
May 11, 1978, Transcribed: June 11, 1993 (both in folder in possession of John Pearce, to be
transferred to Archives Room); and Ms. Leigh Fraser, "St. George’s Episcopal Church,
Fredericksburg, Virginia, A Deseription of the Stained Glass Windows," typescript dated 1977 (in
a folder in the possession of John Pearce, to be transferred to the Archives Room). In the notes
which follow, references to "Felder" are to Forgotien Companions; and other Felder works are cited
with titles also.
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Overview

Saint George’s Episcopal Church is located on the Northeast corner of Princess Anne
Street and George Street within the limits of the City of Fredericksburg, Virginia {See
Figure 13. The site is across George Street from several Fredericksburg city buildings and
next to the Fredericksburg Museum which sits on the site once used as the central market
area. ‘The location is no doubt directly refated to the church’s interrelationship with the
civil government during colonial times.

The site also Hes within the Fredericksburg Historic District, although the church itself
is not an individually designated historic site. However, its presence within the Historic
District subjects it to review for aimost any change in exterior appearance.

The present site is occupied by three interconnected buildings circumscribing a central
court (grave) yard. The main church was built in 1849 in a Romanesque architectural
style.

The site is still used as an active church within the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia and the
buildings are used for various religious purposes. In addition, a number of other groups
use various parts of the facilities.

The graveyard is actively used in such events as the Easter Vigil service and the Blessing
of Pets on St. Francis Day, but it is not in active use as a burial site and has not been for
many years.

Detailed Description
a. Before 1732

£1.) Before 1714

Before the establishment of the Germanna settlement, the arca later known as
Spotsylvania County (and later yet that portion known as Fredericksburg) was
part of early, larger counties. In theory, at least, the parishes were more or less
co-extensive with the counties, and thus the land area later set aside as St
George’s Parish had an earlier parochial history as part of those earlier
parishes.’

(2.) 1714-1720

In 1714 the Governor’s Council--the executive body of the colony--established
a St. George’s Parish--sort of an ancestral "uncle" of the present parish--
specifically to provide for 2 German-language protestant church at the settlement

"The bibliography suggests sources for the earlier parochial history.

-4 -
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of German ironworkers called Germanna. Church was held in the “fort" at
Germanna, according fo tradition.

(3.) 1720-1732

In 1720 the Governor’s Council established both the County of Spotsylvania and
the co-extensive Anglican Parish of St. George’s. That Parish inherited the
church at Germanna, and perhaps other "frontier” churches or chapels {for
instance, perhaps the Fork Chapel and the Mountain Chapel, whose history is
not yet known) from prior parishes which had included some or all of the land
involved in the new county and parish.

b. 1732-1734

Fredericksburg was created by an act of the legislature in 1728. When the first
Fredericksburg building of Saint George’s Parish (called the Rappahannock Church)
was begun in 1732, the town consisted of five households, according to William
Byrd. The town was laid out in rectangular blocks, each comprised of four half-acre
lots. Two unnumbered lots had been set aside for the church (See Figure 2), and the
contract for the church called for a wooden structure 24’ by 60’ (See conjectural
drawing in Figure 3). The church sat on the upper lot probably as suggested in
Figure 4, looking about as shown in Figure 5. The graveyard was probably north
of the church, about in the location of the present graveyard between the present
church and the present Faulkner Hall.

¢. ¢l734-¢1815

(1.} 1734-1787

From about 1734 to about {787, the Parish of St. George’s, though reduced in
area as other parishes were set off, continued to worship in two or more
churches or chapels (including the wooden church in Fredericksburg, which had
two major enlargements and other changes). In the period 1720-1776, the parish
held worship services at eight different sites, but from 1734 to the eve of the
Revolution, at only two, the Rappahannock and Mattaponi churches.”

YFelder, 41. (Note that page references to "Felder” are to Forgotten Companions, references
to other Felder works include titles. From Felder and Quenzel one may conjecture:

services in the fort at Germanna, and then church at Germanna, 1714-c1731

Fork Chapel, dates unknown

Mountain Chapel, dates unknown

Larkin Chew’s home on the Po River near the Glebe, ¢1720-¢17257

Mattaponi Church, 1725-1872

first Rappahannock Church, near Motts Run, 1726-1734

second Rappahannock Church (the wooden church on the present St. George’s siie), 1734-1813

Pamunkey Chapel north of the Pamunkey (North Anna) River, 1735-]

-5
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The residents of the town, according to William Byrd, were *a merchant, a tailor, a smith, and an
ordinary keeper; though [ must not forget Mrs. Levistone, who acts here in the double capacity of
doctress and coffee woman, ' (From The Prose Works of William Byrd of Westover, A Progress ro
the Mines. } .

The tradesmen undoubtedly rented quarters from Robert Thomas, or perhaps from Susanna Liv-
ingston. {The tailor way William Frazier, and the ordinary keeper was John Gordon.}

Except for Willis and Livingston, none of the lot owners was a resident of Spotsylvania County.
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The vestry minutes give detailed instructions for these churches. They were to be 60 by 247, of wood
construction with brick underpinning, with ten windows 7° by 3. The roof was to overhang twelve
inches, and there was to be 2 madillion cornice {decorated molding). The pews and wails were (0 be
wainscoted (panelied). The doors, windows, and cornice were to be Ythree times well painted and laid
with whitc lead; all the rest of the outside to be well tarr’d.”’ The interior walls were to be well
plastered and white washed with lime. Fach gabled end of the roof was {o be hipped.

Shutters were ordered for the churches in 1741; and in 1743, an oak and poplar railing was ordered 1o
¢nciose one half acre of church yard. The yard was “'paied in’' in 1750 with a picket fence. (In 1776,
the vestry sold off the other one haif acre lot on Caroline Street which belonged to the chureh in
Fredericksburg.)

In 1753, 312 additions were ordered for both churches to be placed in the form of a T, A vestry
building 16 feet square with a chimney was also ordered for Mattapony Chareh in that year, When
the vestry met in Fredericksburg, it usually used private homes or ordinarics.

In 1787, a wing was added on to the south side of the Fredericksburg church. The building was
replaced in 1815, The present building dates from 1849, The fale of the Mattapony church is not
known, aithough references in the court records indicate that it was stiil standing in the early {9th
century,

FIGURE 3




FIGURE 4

(Area in immediate vicinity of church)
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FIGURE 3

Fredericksburg at Mid-century




(a.) Shutters, fences. T-shaped addition, Dick-Lewis hanging pew

"Shutters were ordered for the [Rappahannock and Mattaponi] churches’
in 1741; and in 1743, an oak and poplar railing was ordered to enclose one
half acre of church yard®. The yard was “paled in* in 1750 with a picket
fence. . . . In 1753, 32 additions were ordered for both churches to be
placed in the form a T. . . . "* Charles Dick and Ficlding Lewis built a
"hanging pew" inside the [Rappahannock] church in 1763 (the weakening
of the structure being the cause of a famous incident during 2 visit by
George Waghington).”

(b.) Places of Vestry meetings
Although the parish built a Vestry House 16’ square for the Mattaponi

church in 1753, none was recorded for the Rappahannock Church, and Ms.
Felder suggests "When the Vestry met in Fredericksburg, it usually used
private homes or ordinaries."*

(c.) Bible (and other furnishings).
An eighteenth-century Bible in the Archives Room may have been used in
the colonial church. Quenzel and Upton refer to a few furnishing details.

(d,) Site for a projected new church and graveyard, 1772

East North East Chapel on East North East Creek, northern branch of the Pamunkey (North
Anna) River, 1750-2
A western boundary for St. George’s Parish was established in 1730 (creating a new parish of St.
Mark’s, to the west), af the point at which a western boundary for Spotsylvania County was
established, cutting off Germanna, the Fork Chapel and the Mountain Chapel. Thus from 1734 to
the eve of the Revolution St. George's Parish operated the Rappahannock Church, the Mattaponi
Church, and the Glebe.

“By "the churches" Ms. Felder means both "the Rappahannock church"--the church on the site
of the present St. George’s—and "the Mattaponi church”--its twin south of the Po River. Felder,
58.

SThe earliest burial in the church yard has not been established, but it seems likely that the
protective fencing was erected to help protect the graves from wandering animals. The eariiest
extant gravestone in the church yard is that of John Jones, dated 1752. The church lot originally
consisted of one acre; the present church property is about a half-acre. The 1743 fencing suggests
that the church was not using the lower section, which it eventually received permission to setl.

Felder, S8.
"Upton

*Felder, 58.




In 1772 the parish bought four city lots from Fielding Lewis, probably the
lots forming the square now known as City Park or Hurkamp Park (See
Figure 1), planning to build a new church and open a new graveyard. In
the years 1776-1789 finances changed tadically: “In 1776 the General
Assembly repealed all the laws of Parliament requiring conformity to the
Anglican (Episcopal) church and specifically exempted dissenters from
contributing to its support. The salaries of all Anglican clergy were
suspended in 1776."° The new church was never begun, but burying was;
in 1787 the graveyard was severed from the church and turned over {0
Corporation of the Town. ™

(2,) 1787-1813

(a.) Repairs 1787, bell 1788, new wing 1783
In spite of the changes of the time, St. George’s not only remained stable
but grew, with repairs begun in 1787 totalling 406 pounds sterling, & new
bell in 1788, and a 1789 addition of a wing to the south. !

(0.) Male Charity School, 1795; Female Charity School, 1802
The Parish created the Male Charity School in 1795 and the Female
Charity School in 1802; whether they met at the church or at a church
building (or other place) for those purposes, is not known. (The Female
Charity School eventually built its own building in 1833, still standing at
1119 Caroline Street.)

{c.) Organ, 1790s
An organ was donated to the church in the 1790s, and presumably changes

were necessary to accommodate the instrument,

(3.) Summary
Thus the wooden church (with two later enlargements) and the church yard (with

two sequential fences) with graves and gravestones were the physical expressions
of the parish at the site of the present St. George’s, ¢1734-c1813.

There was apparenily a considerable decline in the activity of the church m the
early 1800s, akin to that noted throughout the Diocese.”

‘Quenzel, 17.

BOuenzel, 21.

Huenzel, 21.

2saac; Upton.



d. ¢l815-ci854

(1.} Introduction

The great revival of the church began with the selection as rector a man who
was yet too young to be ordained--and who would spend the rest of his life, 435
years, as rector, leading the con gregation in building the second church in 1813-
1815, building the third (present) church in 1849, and rebuilding it after a fire
in 1854. This was Edward McGuire.

Second church. 1813-1849
Under McGuire the church decided in December, 1813, to erect 2 new church

building. The old church was disposed of, the corner stone of the new one laid
in 1814, and on October 16, 1815, the second church building was
consecrated.??  Assuming no changes to the building of 1815 by 1836, the
Mutual Assurance policy of that year (See Figures 6 and 7) reveals that the new
church was 31° by 727, plus 17" x 20° Vestry room behind the church.™

Funds for a new pulpit and a steeple were raised in 1816." Possibly the
present Faulkner Hall (which has characteristics of Predericksburg buildings of
the 1810s) was erected at about the same time, as a Parish House or office,
although there is no evidence as yet uncovered to support that conjecture.

The McGuire years, 1813-1858, were years of great activity, though specific
physical expression at the St. George's site is mainly to be seen today in the new
church of 1849-54. A number of other changes of the period, well documented

BQuenzel, 26-27.

“In a note of July 8, 1993 to John Pearce, Dr. Gary Stanton of Mary Washington College has

provided a listing
policies:

of the five policies revealed by his index of the Mutual Assurance Society

Name on Policy Date Reel Vol- Policy D/R Original  Value A

as Indexed

St. George's
Episcopal Ch
Episcopal
Episcopal CH
Episcopal

ume Number  Policy No.

1836 14 93 8200 D - 10,000 CVR (Figure 6)
1843 17 107 12308 R 8200 10,000 CVR (Figure 7}
18490 I8 115 14594 R 12308 15,625 CVR

1855 20 126 17874 R 12308 20,000 CHU

1857 21 129 18888 R 17874 20,000 CHU (Figure 11)

Sketches from the 1836, 1843 and the 1857 policies have been incorporated elsewhere in this repoit.
Additional analysis remains to be carried out on the drawings and these data. For instance, it is not
clear why the 1843 value had increased so much. It is assumed that the 1849 value is that of the
third (present) building, and the 1855 value that of it after its rebuilding following the fire of 1854.

¥Quenzel, 27.
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in Quenzel’s book, are simply listed below, with a note of reference to Quenzel
or other sources:

{a.}

Books.

A number of altar books in the Archives Room date from the nineteenth
century, and the rich “red and gold" character of their bindings suggests
there. might have been a similar overall "red and gold" richness to the
entire inferior.

Services in Falmouth, Missionary work in Essex, Caroline and Culpeper
counties, "settling ministers,” missionary work in Africa

"Farly in his ministry the Vestry requested McGuire to conduct church
services in Falmouth every Sunday afternoon.™® Probably these services
were condueted in the Union Church in Falmouth. In 1825-1828, the
Female Domestic Missionary Society of St. George’s Parish arranged for
five missionaries to do work in Essex, Caroline and Culpeper counties, and
during this period they also settled three “useful rectors in destitute
parishes." The parish aiso furnished two missionaries for work in
Africa.”? What physical expression in the Fredericksburg building(s) these
many duties may have had is not known at this writing.

Chandelier. communion service, baptismal font
"In 1818 the Vestry gave a vote of thanks to William A. Knox for

presenting the church with an ornamental chandelier. In 1827 the Vestry
acknowledged John Gray’s gift of a “handsome service of plate for the
communion table.” Two years later the Vestry formally expressed its
gratitude to Basil Gordon for his gift of a baptismal font."™

(2.} Thirg church 1849, 1854-present

The parish continugd to grow in numbers of communicants, and the Vestry
contemplated enlarging the church building in 1831; by 1846 it was decided to
replace the brick church of 1815 with a new one, which would include space for
the many Sunday Schools.” The parish bought a design from architect Richard
Upijohn (See Figure 8), but it was not that Gothic design but a Romanesque one
(possibly by Niernsee and Neilson) which was dedicated April 22, 1849 (See
Figures 9, 10, and 11). The Town Clock was added in 1851, and restored after
a fire in 1854, including the addition of the long side galleries inside the nave.
Probably at this time the twin curving stirs to the galleries were added,

¥Quenzel, 30.
TQuenzel, 28,

BOuenzel, 32,

®Quenzel, 33-34.
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necessitating the reduction of the length of the weighted chains used to drive the
Town Clock.

o

e, ciR54-¢1892

{1.) Postwar 1ecovery
St. George’s buildings and graveyard survived the many vicissitudes of the Civil

War, although the church is reported to have been struck many times®, and the
Parish functioned erratically for a period of time, with no regular minister after
the baitle of Fredericksburg until the appointment of the Rev. Magruder Maury
as provisional rector in late 1864. Quenzel also reports the history of the theft
of the silver Communion pieces and their return over a petiod of many years.?!
The church was used as a temporary hospital after the Battle of the Wilderness
in May, 1864.%

The Rev. Mr. Maury resumed services December 2, 1864, "in the basement
lecture room of the shell-torn church,” and shortly after the end of the war Mr.
Maury was sent north by the Vestry to solicit funds for the repair of "our
dismantled sanctuary.” He raised $1414 in Cold Spring and New York, New
York.”

(2.) Rectory
A "glebe and rectory" history needs to be written, even though neither of those

functions ever occurred on the church lot. A rectory was used by the Rev.
Maury in 1865 and the church continued to own a rectory off and on until the
1970°s.2* In 1880 the Vestry appropriated "$18 to erect a cow-house for the
rector and $20 to put the rectory green-house in order."®

(3.) St. George’s Chapel, Spotgylvania, 1870

A major event toward the end of this period was the creation of St. George’s
Chapel in Spotsylvania. “In 1870 the Vestry authorized Mr. H. R. Robey and
his neighbors to build an Episcopal chapel approximately six miles west of

YQuenzel, 39-40, says it was struck twenty-five times, and notes a comment from the Spring
of 1863, that the spire "still gapes with an honorable wound received as the tempest of shells swept
over it” during the Battle of Fredericksburg the preceding December. He also records the legislative
and litigative history seeking payment for damages, finally resulting in an award of $810 in 1916,

UQuenzel, 39,
2Quenzel, 40,
BQuenzel, 43,
BQuenzel, 44, 63.
“Quenzel, 52.
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Fredericksburg and within the parochial bounds of St. George's Parish."* The
history of this chapel has yet to be written.

(4.} Rector and many communicants break away, found Trinity Church, 1877
In 1877 the Rev. Mr. Murdaugh and fifty parishioners left to form the more
"ritualistic® Trinity Church, building a new church at Prince Edward and
Hanover streets, 1t is not known whether they had previousiy attempted physical
changes at St. George’s expressing a greater interest in ornament and rztuai
Within a year 112 communicants transferred from St. George’s to Trinity.”

(3.) Other details of the period 1838-1877 include:

(a.) Tablet to Reuben Thom
In 1858 the Vestry voted to place a tablet on the wall of the church in
memory of Reuben Thom, who had been a vestryman for more than fifty
years.”

(b.) New organ of 1874-3
In 1874-5 $3,000 was raised to pay for a new organ, in addition to the
value of the old one, given as partial payment. In 1876 the choir added to
the organ loft at their own expense.”

{c.) First stained glass windows
In 1876 the Vestry solicited contributions for a stained glass window in
memory of the Rev. BEdward McGuire (the set of German windows of 1887
now in the east end)™, but the replacement of all the other old clear
windows with stained glass did not take place until the early 20th
cenfury.

f.  ¢l876-¢1925

In the years following the departure of so many to Trinity, St. George’s strengthened
its programs, made many improvements to its buildings, and saw a number of
innovations {including the introduction of some of the features which appear to have
been at the heart of the 1877 rupture),

®Quenzel, 44,
"Quenzel, 48-49.
®Quenzel, 44,
®Quenzel, 47.

*Quenzel, 47.
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"No chancel changes are mentioned until 1876 when the Vestry gave approval for a
committee to receive contributions for a memorial window to the Reverend Edward
McGuire. The Commiftee was authorized ’to make such alterations in the chancel
and Vestry room as they deem necessary . . . subject to the approval of the Vestry.'
We do not know the details of the alterations approved by the Vestry because the
minutes of the next Vestry meeting were not written up as the Register was absent.
However, it is possible to deduce the alterations from the architect’s biueprints and
specifications in the 1925 renovation and from the pre-1925 photographs. n3

"At this time, there was a general reaction against Bishop Meade’s and Bishop
Whittle’s Calvinistic chancel arrangement, Their influence lasted roughly from 1839
to 1874. The people and the clergy wanted to return to what they considered the
proper Anglican set-up with the Holy Table surrounded by a rail and placed against
the east wall and the pulpit and font outside of the chancel.”® This movement back
to a more Anglican form included the use of the cross, candies and flowers on the
Holy Table and vested choir and clergy. None of these were allowed during Bishop
Meade's or Whittle’s time."®

“In 1876, St. George’s changed the original Meade-influenced chancel area. A fioor-
to-ceiling partition (See Figures 12, 13 and 14) was placed across half of the original
22° by 23’ Vestry room and three stained glass windows were placed in the partition.
These were the first of fifteen stained glass windows installed in the church.®
These three windows in the partition were the same size and same relative location
as the rear wall windows. The committee apparently wanted to retain the original
design of the church. This did make it possible for the stained glass windows later
to be placed in the rear wall windows. The original screen with door was placed as
a reredos against the partition and its door was used as the entrance way to the
reduced Vestry room. The Holy Table was placed against the partition and the pulpit
was placed to the right in the original chancel area."®

*In May, 1878, St. George’s reported a Sunday School of twenty teachers and one
hundred and fifty scholars. . . . In 1879 the Vestry bought seventy-five new benches

Barbara P. Willis, "The Three Churches of St. George’s, Fredericksburg,” (see footnote 1).

“Note that this comment appears to confuse the interest in the essentially I9th-century
"recreation” of “proper Anglican set-up’ with the actual earlier Anglican styles. Sec various
references in the Bibliography.

Bwillis

%The final version of this report will include more detail on the stained glass windows in an
appendix,

Swillis.
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for the Sunday School."* It is not clear where so many Sunday School classes
could have met, or whether they may have met at other locations.

Tn 1883-4, "the ladies of the congregation raised $1,839 for building renovation."”
In 1889 the Vestry voted to illuminate with gas rather than electricity, In 1891
the Vestry voted to re-roof the church, a project costing $500.%  Since the Vestry
authorized painting of the roof in 1921%, it seems likely that the new roof of 1891
was a metal roof, like that shown on the Mutual Assurance policy of 1857 for the
third (current) building. (The policy specifically states "tin,” See Figures 11 and 15
for the "outer” shape of the building in 1886.)

"By 1890, the interior walls had fresco decorations."*' Probably in 1894-1895 the
Rev. Mr. Clark raised the money to replaster the ceiling in the church galleries.”

*In 1895 Mrs. Annie T. Harrison of Philadelphia . . . presented the congregation
with ’a very beautiful and costly antique brass’ lectern [still in place, 19931."" "In
his first month [January, 1897] in his new charge [the Rev. William Dickinson}
Smith secured the Vestry’s consent to the replacement of the lectern with a
*handsome pulpit” by some of ’the ladies’ of the parish [the present pulpit, 19931."

"The Meade-Whittle influence had been completely removed."®
Quenzel notes, "According to the annual parochial report made in May, 1904 . . .

the church building was valued at $25,000; the rectory at $6,000; the parish house
at $600 and other real estate at $13,000."%

*Quenzel,
3Quenzel,
BQuenzel,
¥Quenzel,

YQuenzel,

Hwillis.

“Quenzel,
BQuenzel,

“Ouenzel,

PWillis,

¥Quenzel,

51.
54,
54.
56.
62.

56.

57.

58.

59.
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Quenzel also notes a number of small changes in the early years of the twentieth
cenfury: Painting woodwork, graining pews, 1906; gilded copper cross on the spire,
1906-09; a group of stained glass windows, 1908-09; brass cross and vases permitted
on the Holy Table, 1909; choir vestments permitted, 1913 (in the galleries); alms
basin, 1921; painting whole exterior and interior, 1921.9

Some sense of the careful use of funds for work on the buildings is suggested by the
Senior Warden’s report of June 25, 1916, on the use of the $810 paid by the US
government in settlement of St. George’s claims arising from damage in the Civil
War, "With this money the Vestry bought a $200 piano for the Sunday school, laid
a cement pavement in front of the church property, erected electric lights above the
chancel and on the desks, made numerous necessary repairs and paid $135.50 in
attorney’s fees."*® Additional detailed analysis of this and other work needs to be
done, to help complete this report.

"In 1925, the Vestry authorized the choir and organ to be moved from the loft to the
chancel area. This required a rearrangement of the chancel-vestry area. Philip Stern
of Fredericksburg was hired as the architect to do this work. This rearrangement
caused the following changes:

1. The partition was removed.

2. The reredos was placed on the rear (east) wall (See Figure 16).

3. ‘The three stained glass windows were placed in the three window openings
in the rear wall.

4. ‘The Vestry room was eliminated and incorporated as part of the enlarged

chancel.

The ground floor windows on the rear wall was bricked up.

The ground floor window on the north wall was placed in the north wall of

the addition,

7.  An exterior addition to the north wall of the chancel-vestry room (See
Figure 17).

8. A stairway to the basement rooms and vesting room were placed in the
addition {See Figure 17).

9. A door was cut from the new chancel area to the addition.

10, A door was cut from the left side or the nave to the addition.

11. 'The four side pews on the left side of the nave were removed.

12. The chancel floor level was changed, the chancel ceiling replastered and the
choir stalls and the organ added.

13. An organ pipe loft was in the addition. At some period, possibly 1925, the
last row of pews in the west end was removed.

& Ln

TQuenzel, 60, 62, 66, 67, 68,
#Quenzel, 41.
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"With the exception of the reredos (which was stored in the loft in 1955), this is the
chancel arrangement seen today."*

g, 1926-1946

Foliowing the dramatic changes of 1925, only modest ones were made to the physical
plant in the ensuing twenly years. In part this lack of change was due to the financial
stringency of the Depression and other restrictions of the World War II period.
There also appears to have been a conservative trend in the Vestry symbolized by the
fourteen years (1932-46) needed to win approval of a Vestry term rotation system,
In the list of changes of the period, some perhaps are minor (Lallande window),
others reflect the times (recreation center for service men), and some suggest larger
movements in the congregation and parish (new Holy Table, 1931; Vestry banned ail
further interments in churchyard, 1932; Lailande stained glass window, 1939; cross
in children’s service permitted, 1940; Sunday School room as recreation center for
service men, June, 1941; Rectory sold, 1942; two seven-branch candelabra, 1942;
Church and Service flags, 1942; new organ, 1943; rented pews abolished, 1943.°%
Perhaps oral history and other future study of the records will shed more light on the
farger meanings of some of these details.

I

¢1946-Present
Following is a draft by R, Fielding Lewis, drawing on Quenzel; Faulkner, "St.

George's Church History, 1950-62," and other sources:

"In 1946 new leadership was called to St. George’s. The Reverend Thomas G.
Faulkner, Jr., brought with him a commitment to the growth and expansion of the
church body as well as the building itself. During his first five years the entire
exterior of the existing church building was repaired and repainted, the tin roof
replaced with a slate roof, and the entire steeple rebuilt, This work was performed
by Blackwell Engineering Company of Warrenton, Virginia, and lead to the
discovery of cannon balls in the structure and charred timbers presumably from the
1854 fire. The cost of the work totalled $40,949.69. In 1950 a new organ and
chimes valued at $15,000 were installed as a memorial to the men and women of the
parish who served in World War 1L Finally, during that period the floor of the area
currently (1993) known as the family room, but at time housing the entire Sunday
School, was renovated.”

“In May of 1953 the decision was made to engage Mr. James L. Cozar of the
Williamsburg Restoration to assist in the redecoration of the nave. Mr. Cozar
advised that the pews which had previously been stained to a dark finish as well as
the rest of the interior should be painted a Williamsburg green. Red cushions were

9Willis, 4-6.
SQuenzel, 59, 63, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71.
$1Quenzel, 71.
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placed in the pews, chancel furnishings were upholstered in red, and red curtaing
were hung behind the balcony railing. Finally, in an effort to bring light back into
the area the decision was made to removed the Victorian reredos.”” With this
redecoration the old words written across the arch above the nave were gone.
Because the phrase "Take Heed How Ye Hear" was seen as too harsh and giving no
glory to God the decision was made to paint over it. (Perhaps it was at this time that
the stepped gable of Faulkner Hall {See Figure 18] was removed.)

"The usage of the large open area in the undercroft of the nave as the primary site
of the Christian education program imposed severe limits on the growing needs of the
post-war community of St. George’s. Fourteen Sunday School classes were separated
by hanging curtains and the noise was a disturbance to those seeking peace and
solitude in the nave above. In 1954 the Vestry decided to sound-proof the ceiling in
the basement of the church.® This involved lowering the ceiling to produce 2
chamber between the old ceiling and the new one, as well as adding sound-absorbing
tiles to the lower ceiling surface. The work was completed by Manson-Smith
Company of Richmond for the sum of $7,700.

"In 1955, at the January meeting, the Vestry unanimously adopted the
recommendation of Mr. J. E. Rowell, the Sunday School Superintendent that plans
be made for raising money for some type of Sunday School building as the first floor
was inadequate for this purpose and more space was needed to adopt the Seabury
Educational Program. During much of that year the adult class used this program
of study, but the students met in the basement of the Princess Anne Hotel across the
street. In April of 1956, the Vestry voted to continue plans for a fund raising drive
and in May, Mr. Milton L. Grigg was employed as the architect.”

“RBecause of the decision to build the new educationa! building on land already
occupied by a portion of the church cemetery, it was necessary to disinter and
relocate some of the graves. Forty century-old graves were moved with the help of
Karl Elking and Van Ferguson of Elkins' Funeral Home. Notice was placed in the
Free Lance-Star for the purpose of giving those persons who might be descendants
of the persons to be relocated the opportunity to move the graves on their own, but
no one came forward, Soil -~ because only soil was found -- from each location was
placed in a wooden box and interred in a vacant spot in the cemetery, with the stone

%Thomas G. Faulkner, J1., "St. George’s Church History 1950-1962," Typescript, copy in the
file of the Capital Planning and Preservation Committee, to be turned over to the Archives at the
completion of this document, 3.

3bid., 11.
Thid., 19.
S1bid., 19-20.
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placed above it. One grave, that of the Rev. Edward C. McGuire, proved to be the
exception as a cast-iron casket had been used and it was transferred intact.*

"The Vestry accepted R. C. Mitchell’s bid of $116,775.00 to construct the building
in the summer of 1958 (although later changes raised the final cost to $130,000).
Construction began on August 12, 1958, continued through the winter, and was
completed on April 24, 1959. The decision to name the building after Reverend
Edward C. McGuire was made upon the motion of Miss Elsie Lewis following the
congregation’s decision to proceed with the construction at a meeting in January
1057.%%7

During the period from 1960 to 1973, the bound set of the St. Georgian (Parish
newsletter) reflect a continuing interest in the development and evolution of our
building. With the completion of McGuire Hall the focus returned to the main
building. In 1963 a new floor was installed in the family room and the official
Episcopal Church sign was installed in the church yard facing Princess Anne Street.
The fall of 1965 found the congregation celebrating the completion of the library in
the family room, with the work being done by local contractor and member, Mr.
Berard Cline. In the summer of 1966 air conditioning was installed in the nave and
the family room at a cost of $8,000. One year later panelling and the kitcheneite
were added to Faulkner Hall. In the fall of 1968 a major renovation effort was
undertaken fo remodel the kitchen. A second door to the room was added and a
hallway that had lead from the family room to the storage room was eliminated by
removing the wall separating the hall from the kitchen. The hot water heater was
moved from its location adjacent to the sink into the storage room. At that time a
steam food serving table was purchased which remained the property of St. George’s
unti! the kitchen renovation of 1992 when it was sold. Finally the St. Georgian
refiected major work in April, 1971 on the stained glass windows. The Hauser
Stained Glass Company of Winona, Wisconsin cleaned four of the five windows on
the George Street side of the nave, the three windows over the altar, and one window
on the Princess Anne Street side of building *

In 1973, new leadership arrived at St. George’s. The Reverend Charles Sydnor is
recorded as attending his first Vestry meeting in his new position as Assistant Rector
on December 16, 1973, and a formal welcome was extended at the annual
congregational meeting on January 28, 1974, The transition became permanent and
complete on August 26, 1977 when the Reverend Sydnor assumed the reins as full
time rector following the Reverend Faulkner’s retirement on December 1, 1976.

*Ibid., 21.

SCarroll H. Quenzel, a speech, "The McGuire Hall Story,” delivered May 3, 1959, at the
dedication of the new McGuire Hall Educational Building, St. George's Church.

 The S§t. Georgian. Compilations of all Editions, St. George’s Episcopal Church,
Fredericksburg, Virginia, bound by Michael Berta, Master Bookbinder, 1989,
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The care, concern and seemingly constant need of attention for our beloved building
was not affected by such a transitional occurrence as the coming of a new rector. In
fact, the forces of weather, wear and the simple passage of time hardly seemed (o
ot~ the event at all. In 1974, the Rappahannock Roofing Company paid the first
of nuany visits to the McGuire Hall to patch the flat roof. This has been a regular
duty of many of the recent Junior Wardens; it is almost a rite of pasgage to make a
phone cal! to those tar slinging workmen to complain of another leak in the roof.

After several years of adjustment to a new rector the building again began to cry out
for attention and a $25,000 grant was secured from the Virginia Historic Landmarks
Commission to spend on restoration of our home. Old Dominion Glass Company
worked on the stained glass windows and an elaborate drainage system was installed
in the low lying area at the bottom of the cemetery. Water had begun to stand there
because the construction of McGuire Hall blocked its normal flow toward the
Rappahannock River. This work was completed in the winter of 1979.

During the period from 1977 to 1980 a series of committees were formed and
charged with restoring and preserving the main church building. Many reports and
suggestions were forthcoming and in fact the architectural firm of Grigg, Wood and
Brown from Charlottesville (the same group hired in 1956) was engaged 10 inspect
the church structure and report its findings to the church leadership. Everyone could
see the need to work on many obvious structural problems, but there always seemed
to be something that superseded the actual commitment to action. Then, on a hot,
humid day in the summer of 1980, a frighteningly large plece of plaster fell from the
ceiling of the nave on to several of the pews below. The Holy Spirit manifested
itself, but thankfully not on a Sunday. All the plans that members of the committees
and vestries had been working on took on a new urgency. Within a year, the
teadership had raised and spent almost $200,000 to repair the nave, the narthex, the
chancel, and the exterior brick work. The building was rededicated in October of
1981, even though the leadership did not settle with the contractor until the spring of
1982,

A description and record of existing conditions.

In 1990-1991 a comprehensive examination of the entire church site was undertaken by
Tidewater Restorations, Inc., a firm specializing in the restoration of eighteenth and nineteenth
century buildings. Their report, Project Manual for Maintenance Report, in incorporated in
this section as item number 1 under Other Documents (Section D).

in June, 1993, the Vestry voted unanimously to retain Quinn Bvans Architects of Washington,
DC to proceed with an analysis of the facility and develop a plan for its renovation, restoration
and preservation, Quinn Evans is presently conducting a survey to complement the report of
Tidewater Restorations, Inc.

An evaluation of the impact of any proposed changes or new uses, on the integrity of the
structures, graveyard or setting.
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The site will remain as an active parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Virginia and used in
support of the mission of the church. The parish currently plans no new activities which will
require any significant changes in the site. In developing a plan for restoration and renovation,
it is the intent of the parish to minimize any overt evidence of change especially to the exterior,
except to conform to required regulations or for historical accuracy. Interior changes will
fimited to those necessary to accomplish goals and again for historical accuracy.

An engineering report on safety and joad-bearing limits.

In June, 1993 a contract was signed with Quinn-Evans Architects of Washington, DC to begin
preliminary work on restoring and renovating the site. As part of their review, Quinn-Evans
will evaluate these areas and provide a complete report of their findings.

Identification and analysis of significant factors affecting preservation of the structures,
graveyard and setting.

A comprehensive study of the buildings and grounds of Saint George's Church was undertaken
during 1990-1991. A summary (Project Manual for Maintenance Report) prepared by
Tidewater Restorations - see section B3 above) identified a number of areas requiring attention
to some degree. The following lists the most significant findings.

MAIN CHURCH:

Portions of the North wall, especially around the windows are deteriorating. ‘This requires
either stabilization of the damage or in some cases outright rebuilding and/or replacement.

Some deterioration of the wall on the South side has heen noticed which includes several
structural cracks in the window silis.

A number of cracks have been identified in the interior of the building. Some water damage
has also been identified, Several cracks are considered serious, needing attention, especially
the "capitols” supporting the arches and boxed beams which in turn support the ceiling.

All windows require some caulking, painting and reglazing in places. Rot has been detected
around several of the windows which requires more extensive repair.

‘The stone steps at the Main entrance need some stabilization as do the steps on the South side
of the building. Regrouting is necessary and in some cases there may need to be some relaying
of the stones,

The brick work on the South side (below the steps) needs regrouting and in some cases
refaying. The brick wall on the South side (facing George Street) needs major repointing (1.¢.,
scratching out the old mortar then replacing it) and some bricks need replacement. Several
structural cracks have been identified in the wall.

The wall on the East (alley) side near the stairway is cracked and di splaced, The section needs
to be relayed.
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The furnace flues are apparently unlined which could be a fire hazard. The flues need to be
lined.

The steeple is in need of extensive repairs. A number of problems have been identified,
several are major. Some of the brickwork needs stabilization and at least one brick requires
replacement. The windows need reglazing and dry rot has beert detected in several jocations.
The door on the left side of the West face, the window in the center, and the “ship lap” boards
in the center, East face, and South face all need major repair and/or replacement.

MCGUIRE HALL:

A crack and some deterioration in the brick work has been noted especially in the Northeast
corner of the building. Cap stones and sills need to be repointed or regrouted. Some rot has
been detected in a few places. Some cracks and water damage were noted in the building’s

interior.
FAULKNER HALL:

Repointing is needed in several locations. Several bricks have eroded to the point where they
need replacement. Several cracks have been detected and the sill stone at the entry door is
described as in poor condition. Some rot has been detected and the sills of several window
require attention.

GRAVE YARD:

The embankment along the north wall (of the Main Church) is too steep causing erosion which
is progressing towards the grave sites. The retaining wall on the West side (adjacent to
Princess Anne Street) is collapsing due to sub-surface water pressure from the street side. 1t
has been recommended the wall be rebuilt, Most of the wall needs repointing and some bricks
require repiacement.

Many of the recommendations regarding landscaping have been addressed.

A number of the headstones in the grave yard require immediate conservation or other
protective action,

OTHER FACTORS:

The electrical system is badly out of date and involves several different systems instalied at
varying times in different parts of the complex. A combination of fuses and c¢ircuit breakers
are used. Many outlets are not grounded and the system was not designed for the load capacity
demanded for modern office equipment {e.g., copiers, computers, etc.). The current electrical
systems represents a potential fire hazard.

The lack of a central heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) system is serious
problem. Not only does its absence cause discomfort for the staff and parishioners, but the
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constant changes in environmental conditions (temperature, humidity, etc.) are not conducive
to preservation efforts.

In addition to the listed conditions, there are a number of other factors which affect
preservation efforts at Saint George's. Some of these factors are not completely within our
control. These include damage from natural forces such as heavy rains, strong winds and other
seasonal phenomenon, more mundane factors such as bird (especially pigeon) droppings and
human factors such as air polintion, acid rain, etc.

A very important factor affecting preservation efforts at Saint George’s is the location of the
church within the 40-block designated Fredericksburg Historic District, This location means
the church must comply with guidelines and rules designated for this area, as well as present
all major changes and preservation efforts to the local Architectural Review Board for approval.

Another important factor affecting preservation efforts is the congregation’s attitude. There
seems to have been a lack of awareness of the importance of maintenance or the concept of
preventative maintenance. This attitude has resulted in poor planning, and lack of funding
(both short and near-term) for maintenance, repairs, or preservation efforts. Although the
current Vestry is aware of these problems and making an effort to address some of them,
several years of benign neglect having taken their toll.

Recommended steps for preservation treatment, the basis for such recommendations, and
preliminary drawings.

A. 'The first set of recommendations is based on findings reported in the Project Manual for
Maintenance for Saint George's Church prepared by Tidewater Restorations, Inc (See
Sections B3 and B6 above).

i. A complete, integrated fire/security systems is needed throughout the complex. An
umber of areas in the buildings were identified as being in so-called "dead zones.”

ii. Repairs to the exterior wood trim.
i, Repairs to the exterior masonry.
iv. Lining the furnace flues (if the entire system cannot be replaced).

v. Mapping all broken and fallen stones in the graveyard, then tagging them and
relocating them to a protected location.

vi.  Conservation or other protective action for headstones in the grave yard. Included
in this action would the mapping of the fallen and/or broken stones, tagging of same
and their removal to another more secure location.

vii. Repair the roofs on McGuire and Faulkner Hall, with periodic maintenance
following including the cleaning of all gutters.

-2 -




viili. Inspection/repair of the "capitols” supporting the arches and the boxed beams which
in turn support the ceiling of the main church.

Many other items were listed in the report, some of which are minor. Some of these
minor repairs can be completed by members of the congregation with proper materials,
Several congregational work days have been scheduled to complete minor repairs and
other maintenance items.

B. The second set of recommendations has been developed by the St. George's Parish Capitol
Planning and Preservation Committee. The Parish Vestry has authorized the committee
to move forward on these recommendations which are contained in the report 4.1 M. 2000
incorporated in this section as item number 3 under Other Documents (Section 3). Some
of these recommendations include those found in the Project Manual for Maintenance
while others were developed by the committee and other parish staff members.

C. Quinn-Evans Architects has been retained by the parish to develop plans for the
restoration, renovation and preservation of the site. Their work will involve the
development of plans based on A and B above plus any additional recommendations based
on their findings.

The impact of any proposed action on the structures, graveyard or setiing, with
recommendations fo avoid or mitigate potentially adverse effects,

The intent of the project in part is to stabilize the site to minimize any additional deterioration
and to restore, where possible, those areas where deterioration has already occurred. In
addition, the project is designed to upgrade existing facilities making every effort to
incorporated them into the existing plant with a minimum of change. All changes will be
carefully reviewed to insure they do not adversely impact the historical nature of the facility
unless absolutely necessary for safety or to conform to legal regulations.

Estimates of costs to carry out individual recommendations.
Initial cost estimates have been put at $2.2 million. This figure includes a contingency
allowance and a reserve to establish a permanent preservation fund. More exact cost estimates

will be available upon completion of Quinn-Evans’ initial surveys and their recommendations
and proposals.
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