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Music at St. George’s 
St. George’s offers multiple opportuni-

ties for talented volunteer musicians to 

share their gifts during worship.  Our 

eclectic music program has something for 

everyone.  Singers and instrumentalists 

can choose from a variety of ensembles 

and musical styles, including: 

Adult Choirs 

The Jazz Ensemble Choir 

The Choir of St. George’s 

The St. George Voices 

Compline Choir 

Children’s Choirs 

St. George’s Little Choristers 

The Royal School of Church Music 

Choir 

Instrumental Ensembles 

The St. George Jazz Ensemble 

The Chamber Ensemble 

St. George’s Handbell Choir 

For more information, e-mail: 

music@stgeorgesepiscopal.net 
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Daniel Bachman 
Guitar 

Program 

(All Compositions by Daniel Bachman) 

Untitled I 

Levee 

Orange Co. Serenade 

Untitled II 

Untitled III 

Old Country Rock 

Sarah Anne 

Coming Home 
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BY STEPHEN HU/FOR THE FREE LANCE–STAR 
The music of Daniel Bachman invites the listener into a whirlwind of reso-

nating strings and wood. His songs dance with pulsating rhythms, droning 

chords, and shimmering notes that evoke a wide range of moods, all played 

solo on an acoustic guitar. 
“If I play a song that’s 15 minutes long, it’s going to have variation in tem-

po, in meter, in voicing,” said Bachman. “It’s broken up. It’s not going to 

be boring, I hope, but there is a hypnotic element to it. Especially when 

you’re used to hearing someone sing. That’s a major element that’s just 

taken out of the mix. It’ll get weird and it’ll be completely normal. It’ll be 

toe-tapping and it’ll be completely out of time signature. Really, the main 

thing is I’m just trying to get out some kind of emotion in a tune.” 
Bachman’s unusual style is influenced by the trance-like guitar work of 

John Fahey and Jack Rose. Both of those artists took the acoustic guitar to 

new levels of improvisation based on extended folk structures. St. George’s 

Episcopal Church in Fredericksburg is presenting Bachman as part of its 

chamber music concert series on Sunday, Dec. 14. 
Bachman is from Stafford County and cut his musical teeth playing electric 

bass in local rock bands. He picked up the bass after playing trombone in 

his middle school concert band. 
“It was never a cool instrument to play,” said Bachman. “You don’t feel 

cool playing trombone when you’re 14 years old. You’ve got braces in the 

mouthpiece and nothing’s really working out. The bass was cool. I never 

wanted to play the guitar. I was always the bass guy. I still like playing the 

bass.” 
Bachman’s route to the guitar began when he bought a secondhand banjo. 
“This dude sold me a bummer of an instrument,” said Bachman. “It was 

like a Honer banjo from the ’80s. The action was, like, a half-inch off the 

fingerboard. It was unplayable. But that’s how I learned patterns, fingering 

and a lot of those tunes. So, when I started getting better, I was watching 

this video online and this guy had tuned his guitar to an open tuning. I had-

n’t even thought about that.” 
Bachman’s transition to the guitar was confirmed when a friend played him 

the music of the late Jack Rose, a Fredericksburg native. 
“Those are still the records that have a lot of emotional weight,” said Bach-
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Upcoming Musical Events at St. George’s 
 

Sunday, December 14—3:00pm 

Guitarist Daniel Bachman 

Sunday, January 18—3:00pm 

Chanson du Soir 

www.stgeorgesepiscopal.net/chamberseries 

Thanks to the following subscribers of the 2014-

2015 Chamber Music Series 
* indicates founding subscriber 

Earl and Pat Baughman 

Lisa and Hurley Bogardus* 

Cornelia Bryant* 

Debbie Haliday 

Jane Jackson Hunsucker* 

Peggy H Johnson 

Kenneth and Emily Kidwell* 

Gene Kubal* 

Tracy Malafarina 

Eleanor McCord* 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. Morris* 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Parsons 

Diane S. and Ralph W. Powell* 

JoAnne Rose* 

James and Beth Spragins 

Judge and Mrs. J.M.H. Willis, Jr.* 

E. Suzanne Willis* 

St. George’s Chamber Music Series thanks our local business sponsors 

for helping to make this concert series possible.  Our sponsors appreci-

ate your patronage. 
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man. “It was a pretty big point. It changed my head space about a lot of 

stuff. Guys could make a living doing this stuff. One guy made a living do-

ing it and he was from Fredericksburg, which is like a mind-blowing devel-

opment. You can actually pay bills by playing the guitar.” 
Since that epiphany, Daniel Bachman has made a career as a guitarist 

through hard work and nonstop touring. Part of what forced him to tour was 

a lack of gigs in Fredericksburg. 
“I kind of think it was better that I couldn’t get shows in Fredericksburg, 

because it kind of forced me to go meet more people,” said Bachman. “I 

would have to go to D.C. or Philly because I knew people there that could 

book me a house show or something. So I just tried to grow and did three or 

four tours up the East Coast and a little bit of the Midwest.” 
Bachman moved to Philadelphia, where he worked day jobs while playing 

music at night, eventually getting his first record deal. He has since released 

five albums under his name and two collaborations with other acoustic art-

ists. His career got a boost last year with a rave review on Pitchfork and a 

Tiny Desk Concert video that was posted by NPR and went viral. 
“You get an NPR thing or a Pitchfork thing and it doesn’t put butts in 

seats,” said Bachman. “It doesn’t even necessarily sell records. It’s just a 

thing that happens. But it does add a level of legitimacy in some people’s 

eyes. I never planned to do this full time. I just kind of fell into it.” 
 
(Stephen Hu is a writer and musician who thinks a lot of open tunings.) 
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Thank you ! 
Celebrating 86 Years of Trust 

in Serving Fredericksburg 

* Exquisite Designer Jewelry 

* Delightful Gifts 

* Casual & Formal Table-

903 Caroline St. 

540-373-9243 

One Family–One Loca-
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Half Priced Wine—Sunday Evenings 


