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A TOUR OF ST. GEORGE'S CHURCH

The present church building, the third to stand on this site was completed in 1849, sounding the
Amen o a prayer of Dr. Phiip Slaughter that “the parishioners of St. George's will build such a
house for God as wil fill men’s minds with a greater reverence for his glorious majesty.”

The central tower and steeple have long been a familiar Fredericksburg landmark, surviving the rav-
ages of time and war. The clock in the tower was installed in 1850 by the City Council and is still main-
tained by the city of Fredericksburg. There are three main doors ssymbolizing the Trinity - Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. The vestibule is flanked by two stained glass windows depicting the spirt of Chris.
tian worship. The one on the left is centered with the “Sun of Righteousness” and bears the inscrip-
tion *I was glad when they said unto me, we will go into the house of the Lord.” And on the right s
“let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as the incense.” We
then enter the Nave, or main body of the church, The Nave is Romanesque in design and follows
the plan of the ancient basiica, one of the earliest forms of Christian architecture with the columns
forming a court on three sides and supporting the galleries.

a thurible, or censer, with the words:

The stained glass windows in the nave are some of the finest in the area and symbolize the spirit of
tradition and service that has been a part of St, George's from its foundation. Starting from the rear
of the nave, the first two windows on the north (left) side depict Jesus Christ first as Messiah with
the X (Chi) P (Ro) Symbol (the first two Greek letters in the name Christ) and as the light of the
world (symbolized the lamp). Next is one of three Tiffany windows showing Christ on the road to
Emmaus (Luke 24). This is followed by Christ blessing the children and a depiction of St. Paul be-
fore King Agrippa (Acts 26).

We then come to the baptismal font which is placed next to the chancel to symbolize the link be-
tween Holy Baptism and the Holy Eucharist, the church’s two great sacraments. Moving from the
font we come fo the foot of the chancel or sanctuary. Here stand the lectern and pulpit, where the
word of God is read and proclaimed. The lectern is in the shape of an eagle, a symbol of St. John
the Evangelist. Proceeding up the chancel steps past the choir stalls we pause in reverence at the
foot of the altar—the focal point of Cl It is here in the Holy Eucharist celebrated at
the Altar as God gives Himself to us in Holy Communion.

Above the altar are three windows given in memory of the Rev. Edward C. McGuire showing the ascen-
sion of Christ in the center, flanked by the apostles Peter and John. These windows were made in
Heidelburg, Germany in the 1880’s.

On the south side, the first window depicts Deborah sending Borak to do battle with Sisera, the
enemy of Israel (Judges 4). This window was given by the Daughters of the American Revolution in
memory of Mary Washington and is intended to represent the mother of Washington sending her
son to battle in defense of his country. Next is another tiffany window showing an Angel and llies,
the symbol of everlasting life. This followed by a representation of the resurrection (the women com-
ing to the empty tomb). The next window is unusual, in that it depicts the Guardian Angel of Medical
Science. This is also a Tiffany window. Finally there is a medieval style window of the holy nativity
and Christ enthroned in glory.
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Teacher Training The Gholr Welcomes You
Avis Harris (standing)

e Vestry at Work Weddings - A Joous Part of Ministry



Many forms of Worship Chidren's Lituray
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